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Lesson 28  Commentary  Revelation 21-22

THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA

Revelation 21-22

INTRODUCTION


It is fitting to study this apocalyptic New Testament book and apply it to our desired future. We will look at the “end times” according to this last book of the Bible. In these two chapters may we deserve the Beatitude expressed in the prologue: “Blessed is the one who reads aloud and blessed are those who listen to this prophetic message and heed what is written in it, for the appointed time is near” (Revelation 1:3).


A new heavens and new earth. We have seen in the early chapters on the first churches the people who accepted the apostles’ preaching. We have discussed the chapters of struggle, of catastrophes and ongoing war between good and evil in the Church and its times.


Now we arrive at a New Testament new event: a new creation, a new heaven and a new earth. How almost unbelievable it is to live in our times and to hear of these times!

I. THE HOLY CITY, BEAUTIFUL AS A BRIDE (Revelation 21:1-27)


A. preview of the New Age (Revelation 21:1-5, Psalm 16:9-11)  “Behold, I make all things new.” It is a beginning, like Genesis. But in between was a willful choice against God’s will for His new creatures, a choice that received God’s remedy. That remedy is the new Adam, Jesus, who made a willing reparation, restoring God’s relationship to those He so happily made in His own image (spiritual and having an intellect and free will).


The newness in His people that we read of here has come from the petition of the Lord’s Prayer, granted at last: God’s name is hallowed in a new city, His kingdom has come, His will has been done, on earth as in heaven (Matthew 6:9-10).


B. The New City (Revelation 21:4).  God’s dwelling among men (Revelation 21:3) is full of light, symmetry and fulfillment. The new earth has become heaven. “He (God) will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them” (Revelation 21:3b). Oft-quoted and treasured words follow, full of comforting love: “He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away” (Revelation 21:4).


The children of Adam’s world, the “old order” is gone. The new Adam has won the kingdom and welcomes us. Jesus said, “Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14).


C. Victors And Losers (Revelation 21:7-8). To the victors, those who thirst for God, win over sin and evil, He says, “I shall be his God and he will be my son” (Revelation 21:7). What great goodness from a powerful and rich “benefactor,” “landlord,”—“He shall be my son.”


D. The Battleground.  Next we sadly recall the terrible things that we read in the papers and watch on TV, attracting our young people to cinematic lives and deeds, to be “cool,” or to “chill out.” In eternity, they are seen in quite a different light. They are called by quite a different name: “cowards, the unfaithful, the depraved, murderers (of each other and unborn children), the unchaste (pre-marital sex and adultery), sorcerers (cults and New Age), idol-worshipers and deceivers of every sort (perjury, savings and loan scandals)” (Revelation 21:8a).


E. The Losers.  For the second time we hear the decisive final words, “Their lot is in the burning pool of fire and sulfur, which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8b). Jesus told His apostles, “The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth” (Matthew 13:41-42). Then He added, “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of the Father” (Matthew 13:43). Then Jesus, who knew with His eternal mind of after-death realities warned, “Whoever has ears ought to hear” (Matthew 13:43b). Does the contrast of human choices in this account of judgment day strengthen your choice of a life according to the Faith?

II. THE NEW JERUSALEM (Revelation 21:9-27)


A. Jeweled City. This Jerusalem is a “holy city” coming down out of heaven from God, gleaming in God’s splendor and glory, radiant like a sparkling diamond. It is “the bride, the wife of the Lamb” (Revelation 21:9). That Lamb we saw in the beginning sitting on the throne beside His Father receives the new Jerusalem with the welcome and love given to a beautiful bride.


We hear of the city’s massive walls with 12 gates, each with an angel presiding. In this description there are several “twelves,” one of the Jews’ “perfect” numbers, signifying here the fullness of a reality. The Old Testament “Church” was formed on the 12 sons of Jacob and the new creation, the new Church, is built on the foundation of 12 apostles. The city’s gates open to the Holy City, a renewed Jerusalem.


B. Its Greatness. The radiant city is measured carefully by an angel with a golden rod. The measurements are astronomical. The city is an immense cube, its three dimensions of height, width and length each measuring about 1,500 miles. It is multi-dimensional. In another interpretation of the angels’ measurement all the edges of the cube would measure 144,000 miles, because 12 x 1,000 x 12 (12, one of the perfect numbers, times 1,000, the fulness number). Psalm 139 says of our dimensions, measured by God, “O Lord, you have probed me and you know me; you know when I sit and when I stand; you understand my thoughts from afar. My journeys and my rest you scrutinize, with all my ways you are familiar” (Psalm 139:1-3). All this is used to show the immensity of the inhabitants—the saved—the “bride of the Lamb.” As we think of this, our hearts rejoice that Jesus’ suffering for our saving, His sacrifice of Himself in His earthly life and crucifixion has so richly and ever-lastingly repaid the countless people who suffered. The martrys of Domitian, Diocletian, Nero, Hitler, Stalin and Saddam will be rewarded overwhelmingly. We too, will be included in the most glorious City of God coming down out of heaven.


There is a strange, a new idea coming from this chapter. We usually think of “going to heaven.” Here heaven is coming down to earth!


The city called the Bride is described in matchless beauty, with all kinds of jewels and gold shining in every detail. Such a marriage feast as earth can’t imagine. This is the sign of the union of God with our immortal spirits!


C. The Temple in the City (Revelation 21:22-27). A most unheard of reality is presented to us: Its temple is the Divine Being Himself—”the glory of God gave it light and... the nations will walk by its light” (Revelation 21:23-24),—the glorious dwelling where we shall worship is God Himself. “Only those will enter whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Revelation 21:27b).

III. GOD’S WORLD RENEWED (Revelation 22:1-21)


A. The River of Life: Paradise Renewed (Revelation 22:1-2a). Gently flowing and clear as crystal from the throne of God and His Son, the Lamb, is a stream of life-giving water. The Samaritan woman in John’s gospel heard this from Jesus. She was a half-Jew, a sinner, a follower of a twisted teaching of Judaism, yet Jesus revealed to her a wondrous truth: “Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14).


“Nor will they need light from lamp or sun, for the Lord God shall give them light” (Revelation 22:5). Only by light can we see anything at all. God made light first. The first vision John saw showed Jesus as the light of the world. This light in God conquers darkness. When Judas left the Last Supper, John writes, “and it was night” (for Judas in two ways).


The holy city gleams with the splendor of God, like the radiance of precious jewels bathed in light, each one gathering up its special colors in the light, for light is a gathering of colors. Notice the rainbow separates colors in the light of the sky. The jewels here are symbols of the beauty of God’s light reflected in each soul of the redeemed. The acts of enduring faith, sacrificial love lived on earth, now flash the final fulness of color on a precious jewel.


B. The Trees of Life (Revelation 22:2b-5). The life-giving water from God and the Lamb’s throne flowed down the streets nourishing the “trees of life” which bore fresh fruit each month (Revelation 22:2). Such trees make up for the first tree in paradise which bore the forbidden fruit and brought the first sins of mankind. Instead of being banished from God’s loving friendship, when He walked in the cool of the evening with Adam, the people in heaven shall see him always, “they will look upon his face and his name will be on their foreheads” (Revelation 22:4). This eternal joy and harmony with the infinitely holy and creating persons in God will be the fruit of the choices we made on earth—often with great anguish and struggle—the key choice of God’s perfect will instead of false attractions to sin. This kind of knowledge of the final result, wonderful or tragic, should be described and taught to children (stated easily when occasion comes in raising a family). Our choices, our actions make our life forever.

IV. EPILOGUE (Revelation 22:6-21)


An angel tells John that all words of Revelation are “trustworthy and true.” God sends an angel to show “what must happen soon.” Ever since each generation of Christians has examined its times to see if the “soon” said here has come. “Behold, I am coming soon,” Jesus said (Revelation 22:7). That “soon” is said by God to whom time is so small compared with eternity—always... never-ending existence.


Again John was overwhelmed by the strong, majestic appearance and words of the angel and fell down at his feet in a sudden realization of the key differences in a human and the totally and beautifully created angelic being—a pure spirit similar to God. The admirable truth and humility of the angel causes him to stop John’s reverence, saying, “Don’t! I am a fellow servant of yours... and of those who keep the message of this book” (Revelation 22:9). That is us.


Again a voice says, “Behold, I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:12). This is what we call “The Second Coming,” when we shall see Jesus in glory and majesty coming from the heavens into the view of all on earth. Then is the greatest event for us. “I bring with me the recompense I will give to each one according to his deeds” (Revelation 22:12). During school days we had the category of “conduct” on our report cards which displayed a judgment grade based on our behavior. Our final judgment, the most important event in each one’s life, will be “according to his deeds.”


Let us impress this day of judgment upon our heart, based on our own important decisions between right and wrong.


The final beatitude exclaims, “Blessed are they who wash their robes so as to have the right to the tree of life and enter the city through its gates” (Revelation 22:14, Revelation 7:14-15).


Jesus, in the closing of this book, describes who He is: “I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. I am the root and offspring of David, the bright morning star” (Revelation 22:13, 16b).


We can stop here and remember Him as we saw Him in the Gospels with a crown of cruel thorns, beaten with rods and whips and nailed to a cross... not for anything He did in His human life, but for the transgressions of us and all mankind. It gives us a sense of relief to hear this willing Savior of all, now in His glory, calling us who love and worship Him. As the angel said, “Worship God!” (Revelation 22:9b).


Again He says, “Yes, I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:20), and John adds, “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!” In Aramaic, the native language of Jesus and the apostles, this translates “Marana tha—”Our Lord, come!” See 1 Corinthians 16:22.


Then John adds the last words of these thousands of years of God’s contact with mankind through our Bible: “Come, Lord Jesus!” The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all.


Amen! Let us gratefully tend and develop this grace, the gift from God, at our Baptism.
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