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Lesson 24  Commentary  Revelation 12-13

Lesson 25  Questions        Revelation 14-16

WE SHALL OVERCOME

Revelation 12-13

INTRODUCTION


We are now in the climax of the drama, the heart of the book of Revelation. We see ultimate evil attacking ultimate good, but the God-man conquers ultimately and magnificently.


Here we, like the woman clothed with the sun, are threatened by Evil that attempts to destroy us; we face the Beasts that attack us, and we survive in a desert refuge by the protection of God. As we study the Revelation of John, we will develop the conviction that Christ, our Lamb, now resurrected in glory, will always win over evil. “All power in heaven and on earth,” says this glorious Christ at the Mount of Ascension, “is given to me” (Matthew 28:18). Think of the majestic being of the God-man standing before the Apostles and believers and calmly declaring that. Let us remember that all this power is available at our trust and asking. There has been no other claimant to such power, nor will there be. “Ask and you shall receive...” (Matthew 7:7 and 6:33).

I. THE WOMAN AND THE DRAGON (Revelation 12:1-18)


A. A Great Sign. John saw the first of seven signs appear in the sky (Revelation 12:1). He calls this one the woman in her splendor and her meaning, “the great sign”—the only one of the seven to be the great sign. The early Christian writers, realizing the persecutions of the Church, saw the woman as the Church always witnessing and suffering for Jesus’ sake. Christians are her children. The great dragon here is waiting to devour her child, Jesus, the son of Mary. The sun, moon and stars above the earth signify the celestial home to come of the members of Mother Church. We shall see a description of this home at the end of Revelation.


God loves the Church and all its persecuted, and ultimately will save them for an everlasting peace and joy. The Church, the bride of Christ, is the whole reason for God becoming Man. This vision shows God’s first move to win back the only creatures on earth “made in his image”—having immortal souls—spirits. The dragon is quick to make a counter-move.


B. The Dragon (Revelation 12:3-4). If the early Fathers saw the woman in Revelation as the Church, then what is the dragon, with seven heads and ten horns? The dragon is the power of evil and sin. Its seven heads at that time were the Roman emperors who ruled over the known world, who tried to devour the Christians, the Church. Horns meant power—the seven of them are the vassal kings under the Roman emperor, who carry out Rome’s wishes (Daniel 7:23-24).


We notice that the dragon sweeps a third of the stars from the sky. Early peoples thought that the stars were beings who were messengers and servants of the gods. It could be that the stars were the fallen angels who joined Lucifer in his rebellion against God. Some early Theologians felt that a test given to the angels was a revelation of a lesser nature than they being united to the Son—the God-man. Humility and acceptance of God’s plan was their test. Lucifer and those who followed him rebelled in their pride. In heaven, Michael and his followers cried “who is like God?”—the meaning of this in Hebrew is the word Michael, whatever God decrees, goes! The battle was on (Revelation 12:7-9).


The huge dragon waits before the woman, planning to devour her child, but God has the child caught up to His throne (the Ascension). We see that God always wins in such a contest. He is always in control.


C. Christians of the Middle Ages saw a second image or sign in the woman. She was Mary, the Mother of Jesus, whose son the devil wanted to devour.


At the beginning of the 1500’s, when America was already discovered, Spanish explorers (conquistadors) and priests brought the Faith of Christ to the New World. In 1519, twenty-seven years after Columbus discovered America, another visitor came to the New World. A woman clothed with the sun, the moon under her feet, and her garments sprinkled with stars, appeared in the sky at Tepeyac Hill in Mexico City, the Aztec capital which the Spanish had conquered. The story is remarkably like the vision that John describes in Revelation. The woman who softly called Juan Diego told him, “I am the mother of all in this land. I want to heal, to help all.” She told Juan to go to the bishop with her message: “Build a chapel here where I can heal and help all.” This woman came as a mother.


On the tilma that John was wearing when he went to see the bishop, the image of the lady in the sky miraculously appeared—Our Lady of Guadalupe, the mother of Jesus. One source of that time recorded that though there had been few conversions among the Aztecs in those twenty-seven years, this story brought eight million asking for baptism; the priests were hard pressed to handle all the baptisms in the next years. The Church was established in the New World.


The Virgin Mary, as the Church has believed from the earliest Christian times, was resurrected and taken into heaven with her resurrected son Jesus. This is called the Assumption of Mary—the earliest record of it as a belief, was in England, an account of this feast.


This belief was so attacked by some modern Christians that Pope Pius XII had theologians study its history as a belief. It was he that finally declared it a doctrine of faith, to be celebrated solemnly by all the Church (called a Holy Day of Obligation in the United States).


The image is kept at a beautiful shrine at Tepeyac, one of five or six others built to hold larger crowds as the years went on. Scientists have analyzed the colors, the cloth, etc. and found there is no natural substance for the colors on the maguey cloth. Thousands go daily to this shrine.


Actually, since Mary the mother of Jesus was a human being like us, not like her son Jesus, a Divine Person who took a human nature from her, another doctrine arose from this: the belief, which, like the Assumption, has always been on record in the Church, that Mary’s human nature was created like the first humans: without any tendency to sin—in other words, with no original sin resulting from our first parents’ disobedience (remember through a temptation from Satan). This second doctrine is called Mary’s Immaculate Conception, celebrated on December 8. American bishops in our early history chose Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception, as the pastoral feast for the United States—she has special “charge” of this country.


The assumption into heaven of Mary after death, is a strong honor and sign of our own resurrection and entrance into heaven at the end of the world. It is also an honor in a special way, given to women—the first human to be resurrected was a woman, a mother, yet a virgin, two ways of life among Christian women, called to one or the other. Mary’s appearance at Tepeyac Hill began a series—the last two in our century. Always she is “a great sign” in the sky—The Queen and mother of the Church (Vatican II).


D. War in Heaven (Revelation 12:7-9)  Created Beings:  Man and Woman



1. Created Beings: Man and Woman. The last book in the Bible echoes the first, Genesis, on the creation of man. (In grammar, such an all-inclusive noun is called a “collective noun” and merely a convenience for us, not sexism, dear honored women... )


Revelation also names created beings called “angels,” one of whom, “The ancient serpent, called the devil or Satan” rebelled against God (Revelation 12:7-9), and was joined by other angels. These were opposed and defeated by Michael and the other angels and were given final judgment—“cast out of heaven”; there was no longer any place for them” (Revelation 12:8).


Such beings who rebelled against God “were thrown down to earth” (Revelation 12:9). The bad angels are here with us! Does that shock you, horrify you? Remember, however, that created spirits like the angels are not confined to a certain space, as bodies are, but they can communicate with, can suggest to, our imaginations and intellects. But they can not force our wills; they have no power against our free wills. Our problem comes from dwelling on the thoughts and suggestions and desires they bring until we give in and will a sin. This is a complex subject long ago analyzed and given names, and taught by the Church. Hopefully you have been taught all the doctrine handed down to us on the evils we have to face that we call sin. If not, you will do well to get a modern adult “catechism” (word from “to learn” in Greek) and get a complete adult understanding.


Our wills are strengthened by prayer, worship, Holy Communion, spiritual development, reading, studying, etc. They are weakened by neglect of prayer, no contact with God, refusing higher values, choosing those of bodily and material creation in opposition to God’s values shared freely with us.


E. Heaven after the Battle (Revelation 12:10-12).                                                                                                                Praise; Witnessing.



1. Praise; Witnessing. A loud voice in heaven expresses joy (verses 10-12) at Satan’s being cast out from heaven; the voice declares the “amazing grace” that conquered Satan: “by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony” (Revelation 12:11).


Here, the power of the word is declared. Our words of “testimony,” of witnessing, of sharing our faith experiences; our spiritual convictions, with those who do not know this amazing grace, will conquer Satan’s tempting of us all to rebellion and ignorance of God. His whole being hates the Good God and His lower creation of bodies and spirits. That is why the Second Person became man. “The Lord Jesus Christ,” St. Paul calls him. As you study the Bible, bring others to it and bring it to others, it is the Word of God.


F. The Woman, Mother of the Child (Revelation 12:13-18, John 2:3-4, 19:26-27).



1. Woman. Notice the continual use of “woman” in this story, for the Church and/or for the mother of Jesus. This has theological meanings and goes back to Genesis 2:22, 3:1ff. The word “woman” and “mother” are both used in John 2:3-4 and in Jesus’ use of “woman” in John 19:26-27, when He addresses His mother; linking her with the Eve of the creation. Mary is the new Eve. The dragon who pursues the woman in Revelation 12 can not harm her, as she flees to the desert, “far from the serpent” (Revelation 12:14). So he “went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring” (Revelation 12:17). We are those offspring, fighting that war. Are you using the right weapons? St. Paul has given the list in Ephesians 6:10-17.



2. The Desert. The desert is a place of refuge for many of God’s friends. Moses took the Israelites there to escape Egypt’s domination. Jesus went there to prepare for His public life. Saints have gone to the desert to find God alone. Monks founded their monasteries in the desert. “Christ of the Desert” is a Benedictine monastery of contemplative prayer in Arizona, where many across the U.S. go to pray and find silence and peace for a few days or weeks, away from the busy and cluttered life of today.

II. BEASTS OF EARTH (Revelation 13:1-18)


A. The First Beast (Revelation 13:1-10). The seven heads on the beast allude to the Roman emperors, particularly from Nero to Domitian who saw themselves as the “god” of the people. They assumed titles that claimed divinity, a god’s superior being. This beast “came out of the sea” ordering all the lands of ancient Europe. This sea, in fact, was named in Latin, as “Media Tierra,” “middle of the land.”


This beast in Revelation would have reminded John’s hearers of the book of Daniel. His power came from government, not wealth or influence; from a government, which conquered and ruled the known world, as Babylon had, but longer than any other—the Roman Empire. The only victor over it was the Church of Jesus the Lord, who chose a life on earth without heavenly wisdom. However, Christ is not the victor over you or over Christians whose hope is more in a form of government whatever it is, even democracy or in the human spirit: humanism, or in the world—secularism. This does not mean that Jesus taught freedom from government: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” Do we? To put God after your job or profession, etc. is saying something to Him.


“There is no authority except from God,” says St. Paul (Romans 13:1). God wills law and order. But Satan, the first rebel against legitimate government, now moves man to unjust and false and evil governments. The falsehood of an emperor like Nero who gave an impression of returning again to rule the earth, was the basis of a belief that the cruel emperor Domitian, who put John on the island of Patmos, was Nero resurrected.


The Church, the People of God, will always be an obstacle to unjust governments. But those giving honor to the Lamb who was slain, have their names in the book of life, for they have “faithful endurance” (Revelation 13:8b, 10).


We who have history, find in its records the only institution today that has lasted two thousand years (1990)—the Church founded by a lowly man of Nazareth. This should encourage us to live a strong productive life in Christ.


B. The Second Beast (Revelation 13:11-18, Daniel 7:24). This beast stands for the false Messiahs, false religions. Its number, given in this short sentence in verse 18, is written in Hebrew letters as NRN CSR. In Latin, there is no final “n,” but in Hebrew the numerical value of these letters adds to 666, a curiosity that has been explained in many amazing and incorrect ways. John’s hearers and readers knew the Hebrew number values for Nero’s name. For us, 666, however, means false claims of being God’s Church. 6 is short of perfect: 7. This passage teaches us to recognize the spirit of error and deceit using political power. Such false claims have been in all times, tribes and tongue, people and nations. We have seen similar claims in our days. All tyrants and false prophets are agents of Satan. We recognize the Way, the Truth, and the Life, Jesus the Christ.

* * * * * * *
QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 25

Revelation 14-16

Day 1

Read the notes.


a.
Quote a few lines that helped you.


b.
What effect has Revelation had on you so far?

Day 2

Read Revelation 14:1-13, Joel 3:1-5, Acts 2:14-21.


a.
What is meant by 14:4, according to the footnote in the New American Bible?


b.
According to Revelation 14:7 and 14:13, what day is it?


c.
How has this reading affected you?

Day 3

Read Revelation 14:14-20, Daniel 7:13, Matthew 13:36-43.


a.
What does this passage say to you?


b.
Who presided at the reaping and used the sickle?


c.
How can you guarantee in this life that you will be among those in the “Beatitude” proclaimed in Revelation 14:13?

Day 4

Read Revelation 15:1-4 and Exodus 15:1-2, 20.


a.
In Revelation 15:2b, to what kind of Christians is John referring? Had they “won the victory over the beast and its image”?


b.
Read Revelation 15:5-8, Isaiah 6:4 and 1 Kings 8:10-11. When God’s presence, His Being, is described with “smoke”—”cloud” what meaning could this have?


c.
What fills the seven golden bowls given to the angels in their “pure white linen and sashes of gold”?

Day 5

Read Revelation 16:1-11 and Matthew 23:34-35.


a.
In the plagues in verse 9 and 11, in what condition were the souls of those who blasphemed God instead of asking for mercy; that they could not pray?


b.
Read Revelation 16:12-21 and Matthew 24:29-44. What is the meaning of Armageddon? Why is it a symbol of the final defeat of the forces of evil?

Day 6

Compare Revelation 16:15a with Luke 12:32-34.


a.
What is the treasure which “no thief comes near”?


b.
Explain Revelation 16:15b and Revelation 3:18. What do we need :to be clothed in,” at death, or the “last day”?
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