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Lesson 12  Commentary  Jeremiah 21-52

Lesson 13  Questions        Isaiah 6-12

Jeremiah The Prophet

Jeremiah 21-52

INTRODUCTION 

I. LESSONS FROM POTTERS, FIGS, AND SHEEP 


A. The Potter (Jeremiah 18:1-12, Wisdom 15:7). Jeremiah visited a potter at his wheel. If the clay turned out badly, the potter tried again until he had fashioned a useful, attractive vase, fitting his idea for it. This is like God’s care in molding our lives. Though he often has to “bear down” on our clay, we can remember that His aim is that we become finished, useful and beautiful. This is the result of what we suffered or learned at his hand in the time we were on his potter’s wheel (Jeremiah 18:1-12).


The smashing of a potter’s jar is a symbol of the judgment and anger of God at the king and the people of  Jerusalem for their idolatry and disobedience to God’s plan for them (Jeremiah 19:10-13).


These and other examples God gave to Jeremiah to teach us of His freedom to change his plans or promises if we do evil instead of good. We need to see the connection between a promise from God that doesn’t happen, or a threat from God that does when our will is opposed to His.


B. The Messiah-Shepherd. God compares the careless and faithless leaders of His flock to bad shepherds: “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock from all the lands to which I have driven them and bring them back to their meadow; there they shall increase and multiply under God’s appointed shepherd.” Here we find the promise of a special shepherd, Messiah: “I will raise up a righteous shoot to David, as king he shall reign and govern wisely, he shall do what is just and right in the land (Jeremiah 23:1-5).


C. The False Prophets (Jeremiah 23:9-40). A description of the proud and sinful prophets follows: “Theirs is an evil course, an unjust power, siding with the wicked—all are like Sodom and Gomorrah... I am against these prophets; I will cast them and the city that hears them from my presence” says the Lord. It is a lesson on the terrible misuse of our God-given role in life.


D. Two baskets of figs are shown to Jeremiah, one with very good figs, the other with very bad ones. Strangely, to the people sent into exile God promises loving care, “I will give them a heart with which to understand that I am the Lord. They shall be my people and I will be their God, for they will return to me with their whole hearts” (Jeremiah 24:5-7). But the bad ones, so bad they cannot be eaten, are the king—Zedekiah, the princes and the remnant who remain in Jerusalem. 


The story of  the Chosen people is also God’s description of our lives, of each believer. All that is related of them likewise relates to us. We all have a desert to cross; we have  promised land to journey to; we sin and reap the fruit, we repent, and continue toward the goal. Do some of us stay in the desert and not resume the journey? Do we not go back to Egypt and slavery to sin? Do we follow instead the prophets in our lives?


Those of us who give up become bad figs, those who “refuse to listen to my servants the prophets. They will be objects of horror, ridicule, and everlasting reproach” (Jeremiah 25:9). Our prophets are the popes, bishops, and priests. Pray for them, encourage them. Let us not be to them as Jeremiah’s people were to him. 

II. THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY (Jeremiah  25-29)


A. Seventy Years of Exile to Come (Jeremiah 25:1-14). Jeremiah spoke to all the people in Judah and in Jerusalem: for “three and twenty years the word of the Lord has come to me and I spoke to you untiringly, but you would not listen.” Yet the Lord continued to send prophets to call them to the Lord’s will instead of false gods. Jeremiah plainly tells them the name of the king, his country, and the long siege and overthrow of the whole life and country of these unfaithful people. The land will be a ruin and a desert, for seventy years (an approximation).


B. Judgment on the Nations (Jeremiah 25:15-38). All the evil and proud goals, behavior, and deceit of the surrounding nations, even of the people who knew of Yahweh and are His people will hear a mighty roar from on high, which unleashes a great storm upon all; many will be slain, there is no flight, only the coming of “the lion who leaves his lair with a sweeping sword and the burning wrath of the LORD” (Jeremiah 25:38). The lion is Babylonia.


C. Jeremiah Is Persecuted (Jeremiah 26). Once more Jeremiah is told to stand in the middle of the court of the temple and cry out what God said to all the people. The priests and prophets were so angry at what Jeremiah preached that they arrested him and called for his trial. The princes came from the palace and held court; the priests called for his death; Jeremiah calmly told them that it was the Lord that spoke to them, he was only the voice. The princes and the people wanted him freed; one of the elders reminded all of Micah, who preached in the same way and Hezekiah, King of Judah, listened. The evil promised did not come, in Micah’s time.


It was God’s will to save Jerusalem and his people, even though they were to be taken to Babylon as a result of their continuing sins of idolatry and failures in faith and morals, and disregard of Jeremiah. 


Do we insist on a solution we have decided on, rather than on the solution taught us by our prophet, the Church or its representatives?


Jeremiah was God’s spokesman. His insistence on God’s will for his people was rejected. There had been already a deportation of some of the Jews, including the king Johoiachin and his mother. At this time Jeremiah sent a letter to them in Babylon, telling them that God wanted them to build houses, plant gardens, bring up their families and be a help to the city where they lived (Jeremiah 29).

III. RESTORATION PROMISED (Jeremiah  30:1-33:1-25)


A. Good News. God gives comforting promises to Jeremiah to speak to the people. He speaks of their serious failures to their faith and to their God, but he repeats (as in Jeremiah 24:7) “You shall be my people and I will be your God... With age-old love I have loved you; so I have kept my mercy toward you”(Jeremiah 31:3).


If God speaks with such love and faithfulness to these early people of His, how much more he can say to us, after His Son willingly suffered greatly for us and died a tortured death for us? Let us remember, in our times of doubt and faltering faith his declaration to us, “With age-old love I have loved you: so I have kept my mercy toward you; My heart stirs for Israel (one of “His people”—us). I must show mercy” (Jeremiah 31:20).


B. The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-33). “I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant I made when I led them out of Egypt... I will place my law within them and write it in their heart I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” We are that New Israel. (See Hebrews 9:15, Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians. 11:25.)


The prophet Hosea had seen the mutual love of God and Israel. A covenant which, says Jeremiah, will not be broken and will last forever; its law will be written in the heart. This prophecy could only be fulfilled through Jesus Christ. “I will raise up for David a just shoot he shall do what is right and just in the land” (Jeremiah 33:15). Jesus combined with His Messianic Davidic kingship, an eternal priesthood (Hebrews 6:7-28).


Jeremiah came to realize that a true conversion was humanly impossible. Yahweh himself had to convert the heart of man. Only then could a new covenant bind the people and their God. Jesus, the man-God, is the wonderful combination of this which he announced at the Last Supper (Luke 22:19-20).


The Church today sees the bond of marriage in Christ as a covenant between two believing Christians, who publicly promise fidelity in the presence of a representative of God. God gave a clear understanding of Christian vows through the teaching of Jesus (Mark 10:6-12, 1 Corinthians 7:10-11).

IV. THE FALL OF JERUSALEM (587 B.C.E.)


A. The Invasion of Jerusalem (Jeremiah 32:1-5; 34:1-22). Zedekiah had imprisoned Jeremiah in the quarters of the guard after having rescued him from the miry pit that the priests had throw him in. Zedekiah was a weak man caught between two forces. When he sent Jeremiah to read his scroll, he burned each sheet as he read it.


Baruch copied it over as Jeremiah dictated it from memory! This was given to Baruch along with “many others of the same kind” (Jeremiah 36:32).


Jeremiah prophesied to the king that he should surrender to the Babylonian forces battering at the walls and gates of Jerusalem. Zedekiah did nothing about this; when the invading forces rushed through the broken gate, Zedekiah fled in the night but was capture and taken to the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar. As Zedekiah looked on, his sons and all the nobles of Judea were slain. Then he was blinded and taken in chains to Babylon (Jeremiah 39;1-7). All the people left in the city were deported; only the poor, the ordinary laborers, were left in the land of Judah: they were given lands and farms (2 Kings 25:12,22).


B. The Last Days. Gedaliah, who had been appointed governor of the Temple of Solomon was destroyed, the city was burned. Jeremiah escaped, even given food and drink. He made his way to Gedaliah, the appointed governor. When Gedaliah was assassinated, Jeremiah escaped again and was taken to Egypt with others. There he prophesied to the Judeans but he was a threat to them, for God continued to warn them. It is thought that he was put to death by his fellow Jews while in Egypt 


Like Jesus in His long efforts to convince the priests and leaders of His day, Jeremiah failed and died a cruel death. But his writings were taken to Babylon when Baruch was taken there. The exiles then read them carefully as they sat by the river Sud. It will be these exiles who thoroughly repent and learn how to serve God as Moses and the prophets taught them. 

V THE BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS AND OF BARUCH


A. Lamentations. The short book of  five chapters with its grieving for Jerusalem is believed to have been written by an eyewitness of the destruction of the city. The confession of sin, the grief over the suffering and humiliation of the nation and its people, did not, however, leave them without a strong faith in their God’s love and power to restore them. Their faith and their repentance will bring that about.

  The poet describes the Lord’s wrath in chapter 2. 

The Lord has disowned his altar,


rejected his sanctuary. 

The walls of her towers 


He has handed over to the enemy, 

Who shout in the house of the Lord 


As on a feast day. 

On the ground in silence sit 


the old men of daughter Zion; 

They strew dust on their heads 


and gird themselves with sackcloth; 

The maidens of Jerusalem 


bow their heads to the ground (Lamentation 2:7, 10).


The prophet and his people are pictured in many desolations and sufferings, yet comforted by the aid of the Lord (Lamentation 3:56-57). Lamentations, with its pensive beauty of verse and cries of repentance and pain, closes with a prayer (Lamentation 5:19-21).


B. Baruch. Some attribute this book to Baruch, for he was the source of the information; others to another writer. The book also has five chapters, most of them composed in Hebrew and translated into Greek in its earliest form. It refers to an observance of  the Feast of Booths (tents) and tells of a collection from the meager resources of the exiles sent to those left in Jerusalem to use for sacrifices to be offered on the altar for the King of Babylon, and for strength in their exile. Baruch includes a moving and complete confession of guilt (Baruch 1:13-22) and a prayer for deliverance (Baruch 2:11-35).


When we examine our consciences in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and when we admit our guilt to God when we are alone with Him, we would do well to quietly read these inspired words.  They will comfort us and release our feelings of guilt and shame. 


Baruch’s poetry impresses upon us the value and need of true wisdom in living our lives equipped with more valuable deeds than “eating drinking, and being merry” (Baruch 3:9-38).


At the end of the book is a letter from Jeremiah to the exiles. The prophet did not forget those whom the Lord gave to him to bring back to their promised protection and love of Yahweh. 


In realizing the importance of these prophets and their work, we see God’s control over history and over natural laws. In captivity, these Israelites become quite a different people. We see, also, that God remakes his people through adversity, which develops faith and love.


The “weeping prophet” in the difficulties he had, still gave us these gracious lines from God:

Thus says the Lord:

Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 

Nor the strong man in his strength, 

Nor the rich man in his riches; 

But rather, let him who glories, glory in this, 

That in his prudence he knows me, 

Knows that I, the Lord, bring about kindness, 

Justice, and uprightness on the earth, 

For with such am I pleased, says the Lord (Jeremiah 9:22-23).

* * * * * * *
QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 13
Isaiah 6-12

Day 1

Read the notes.


a.
Who does God promise to send?


b.
Compare the likeness of Jeremiah and Jesus.

Day 2

Read Isaiah 7:10-13, I Kings 3:4-10.


a.
Compare the texts: to whom was God speaking, what was asked and how did they respond?

Day 3

Read John 16:23, Luke 11:4-10, Matthew 7:7-8.


a.
What did Jesus promise and to whom?

Day 4

Read Isaiah 8:1-20 (Luke 1:26-35, 37, Matthew 1:18-24).


a.
The people seem to be full of fear, do you think from the New Testament readings that Mary and Joseph had fears? Why or why not?

Day 5

Skim over Isaiah 10:1-27.


a.
Why was God so angry? What commandment was broken?

Day 6

Read Isaiah 11:1-16.


a.
In verses 2 and 3 “fear of the Lord” is not the kind of fear that makes a person run away. This fear is a reverence that draws a person closer. Quote a verse that draws you closer to our Lord and state why.
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