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Lesson 8  Commentary  Nahum and Jonah

Lesson 9  Questions        Isaiah

GOD’S MORAL JUDGMENT OF THE WORLD

Nahum and Jonah

INTRODUCTION


Nahum lived in Judah while Assyria was ruling over many nations from Nineveh. In Judah only Jerusalem and a few towns had not been overrun by the Assyrian army. Probably no conquering nation was as hated as Assyria, whose conquests left “mounds of heads, impaled bodies, enslaved citizens, and rampant looters” (NAB).


This had happened to Israel in 772 B.C. when Assyria invaded the Northern Kingdom and carried away many of the people as captives. Those who escaped fled to Judah, taking with them their tribal books and records. These writings were combined with Judea’s records, and edited as books, which are now in our Bibles. These men were the Israelites that God inspired with His words. Now, Nahum wrote these short three chapters at that time, expressing the feelings of bitterness and the hatred felt by the nations that were under Assyria’s savage cruelty. Yet Nahum, though he writes of God’s supreme dominion over the world, and of his judgment bringing retribution to unjust nations and wicked cities, also presents the care, protection, and mercy of God to those in distress, to repentant sinners.

I. GOD’S JUDGMENT (Nahum 1:1-2:3; Exodus 20:5-6)


The prophecy begins with an oracle written as an acrostic (alphabetical order of each first word in a line) which shows God as the power that can bring hurricanes, tempests, dry seas and rivers, the ruin of scenic spots, etc. This calls to mind the natural disasters—earthquake, hurricane, and oil refinery explosion—on our three coasts a few weeks apart; and a month or two later, a disastrous storm over most of Europe and England. We who understand nature’s operations and their causes, may forget that God has perfect control over all of his creation. Is He saying something to us as He did to the Chosen People, through nature’s effects?


In Nahum, the description of the disasters God can bring, are a prelude to the loss of Assyria’s freedom through an empire-hungry neighbor like Babylonia. “The Lord brings vengeance on his adversaries, and lays up wrath for his enemies,” writes Nahum, then in truth to God’s nature, he adds: “The Lord is slow to anger;” (Nahum 1:3) “the Lord is good, a refuge on the day of distress” (Nahum 1:7). And to Judah he says, “Though I have humbled you, I will humble you no more” (Nahum 1:12), and he promises to take the yoke off Judah (Nahum 1:13).

II. THE FALL OF NINEVEH (Nahum 2:2-14)


Nahum exults and gets excited over the overthrow of the dictator nation. He is awaiting “the bearer of the good news, advancing upon the mountains, announcing peace!” In the world of today, news is brought, almost as it happens, to the whole world, and just such good news of the freeing of nation after nation from Communism has recently happened as we watched!


Nahum continues with a vivid description of the coming destruction of the capital of the Great Empire, writing graphic pictures of the invasion of the enemy (Babylon) into Nineveh: “The crack of the whip, the rumbling sounds of wheels, horses galloping, chariots bounding…WOE to the bloody city!” (Nahum 2:4-5).


It is a lesson for us to learn: evil begets evil. Yet, for Christians, Jesus says, “Love your enemy and do good to those who hate you,” for it is also true: love begets love. We find it difficult to hate those who love us. This is taught to us as persons dealing with other persons—the defense of our country and its people is under the nature of justice, as nation deals with nation. Yet, the principle of love is still true between nations. Love is stronger than anything on earth.

III. NINEVEH’S SENTENCE (Nahum 3:1-19)


Nahum announced the good news to his countrymen: “Celebrate your feasts, O Judah, fulfill your vows!” The worship of Yahweh can be resumed; they now may choose to celebrate their faith, to receive the powerful blessings and favor of their Almighty Lord. America has never known, in our lifetime, that lack of freedom which other Christian nations have suffered .


“The Lord will restore the vine of Jacob…” suggests to us the New Testament words of Jesus: “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:1). “The Lord will restore,” says Nahum, as he gives God’s promise of salvation to Judah (Nahum 2:3).


As branches of the life-giving and fruit bearing vine of Jesus, are we producing the fruit that He expects and our world needs?

THE BOOK OF JONAH—THE RELUCTANT PROPHET

INTRODUCTION


This book is a little masterpice in literature. It has all the elements of suspense, humor and wonder. But more than that, it contains a powerful message from God that every nation needs today—LET IT BEGIN WITH US.

I. LITERARY FORM


New discoveries and knowledge of language and history lead us to believe that this book, set among the prophets, is written to teach a lesson and is in the form of a short story. The author, like all prophets, was inspired by God to write this. He named the chief character after a little known prophet in the Second Book of Kings, (2 Kings 14:25b) who is never mentioned again in Scripture.


Most all Biblical scholars today give internal and historical evidence that Jonah as a book was not written by the little known prophet named Jonah.

II. INTERNAL AND HISTORICAL EVIDENCE


The Jonah in 2 Kings 14:25 was an 8th century B.C. prophet (see note on Jonah 1:1). But the language used in this book is 5th century Hebrew (the 400’s), and some Aramaic words are used. Aramaic words were not in use in the 8th century. Also, the character and the tone of writing about Jonah indicates that the author was not writing about himself. Further, the lack of significant details (name of the land where the fish left Jonah, the name of the King in the story) indicate that the story is not history.


Historically, 5th century Jews were greatly interested in the fate of other nations. At this time, there was a narrow nationalism and religiosity among them. The great pagan enemy was Assyria, whose capitol was Ninevah. There is no historical record of any massive conversion of Ninevah, in fact, the book of Nahum records its being destroyed in 612 B.C. (earlier than the language of this book).


In Luke 11:29-30, Jesus explained that “Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites.” How could this be? They did not know about the whole incident. How was Jonah then a sign of Jesus’ own death and resurrection? Read what Matthew adds to Jesus quote in 12:40! The Jews of Jesus’ time thought of it as history, as was also done in the Christian era, because they lacked the advanced biblical scholarship that we have today. Jesus used a part of the Jonah story as an illustration, much as we do today from his story-parable, the Prodigal Son. We do not claim that they lived in a specific time and place.

III. THE MESSAGE TO THE JEWS AND TO US


This book presents God as loving all his creatures—all people and animals. The believer in God, Jonah, is angry at this, angry with God who does not seem to be “on his side,” who actually forgives all the Ninevites when they listen so quickly to Jonah’s message. At the time of this book, the Hebrews looked upon themselves as the “Chosen People” and despised all outsiders. God speaks gently to Jonah, defending his own action as compassion. Jonah accepts God’s mercy for himself (Jonah 4:6) but wishes to deny it to others. God’s power and mercy are clearly shown extending over all the nations as well as the plant and animal world. It was a corrective for the narrowness of the Jews of the time, despising the pagans, proud of their specialness and their race. How does it apply to us today? To some races? To some nations? Has it infected us as Catholics (the true faith) despising other Christians? Sinners? As Americans despising immigrants? The poor?

IV. PERSONAL APPLICATION


Jonah set out in the “opposite” direction of the Lord’s directive, to get away from the Lord. Jonah was known as a prophet, a believer, as many of us are. Jonah ran away from the call from God to a certain action. Think of times we’ve done this... even to such a life-calling as a vocation to the priesthood or religious life, some run the other way.


But the Lord took action and disaster followed Jonah until he repented and obeyed. This is often our story, too. It is God’s patient love that often sends trouble which brings us to our knees! Notice in Jonah 2:1, “The Lord ordered the Fish.” We can learn two lessons from this verse: 1) Sometimes a misfortune, a disaster, is a good disaster or misfortune, in a sense. It brings people back to God and saves them in a far better way. 2) sometimes. what seems a natural event is the will of God touching individual lives, or a country, calling them to repentance and conversion.


There are two types of repentance in this wonderful piece of writing 1) Jonah, God’s friend but disobedient prophet, repents. 2) Unbelievers, God’s enemy, listen to God’s messenger and change their lives. If the world had listened to the prediction and messages of Fatima, World War II would not have happened. Is there a similar occasion happening today?


Finally, note Jonah 3:10, “and he did not punish them as he had said he would.” Here, we see what repentance and penance does before God. This is the mystery of God’s foreknowledge, yet our free will. As parents and teachers, we often need to act as God did here.


This short book in the Bible, as we see, is full of instruction for our lives. This week, let us begin to recall what we’ve learned from Jonah and each day try to practice a specific lesson. This is “hearing the Word of God.”

* * * * * * *
QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 9

Isaiah

Day 1

Read the Notes.



a.
Explain how some of the prophet’s words apply to our society.



b. Quote a verse that helped you or that you hope to apply to your life.

Day 2

Read Isaiah. 6:1-13; John 12:39-41, Revelations 4:8.



a.
What effect did the vision have on Isaiah?



b.
What does it say to you about God?



c.
Name an American leader who roused our nation against an evil practice.

Day 3

Read Isaiah 2:4-3:26, and Luke 24:47.



a.
In Isaiah 2:6-22 what is prophesied?



b.
What do these texts say to you?



c.
List some of God’s complaints in chapters 2 and 3. Are these also true of our society? Of you? (personal)



d.
Read Isaiah 4:2 - 5:25. What do you learn from these passages?

Day 4

Read Isaiah. 8:11-20 and 9:7 -10:34.



a.
What is Isaiah’s attitude toward his difficult mission?



b.
Consider your own call in life, and your call as a Christian. What words of Isaiah do you wish to be true of you?



c.
For what sins does God send the first “woe”?



d.
In Isaiah 10:12-14, the king of Assyria boasts. In verses 15-19, God replies. What do we learn from God’s words? How do they apply today?

Day 5

Read Isaiah 10:20-27.



a.
What encourages you in your relationship with God?



b.
From chapters 13-23, choose a page or more on the foreign nations. Quote some verses that show God’s plans or His judgment on the nation and people. Note any compassion he suggests.

Day 6

We will skip Isaiah’s “Apocalypse” in chapters 24-27 and study them with the book of Revelation at the end of the year.



a.
Read some of the poems in chapters 28-36, especially chapter 29:13. Be prepared to share some verse(s) and comment on it.



b.
Read Isaiah. 36:1, 37:10-38. Comment on Hezekiah’s prayer and the miracle granted.
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