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Lesson 3  Commentary  I & II Samuel

Lesson 4  Questions       1 Kings 1 – 14;  2 Chronicles

SAMUEL, KING-MAKER

I & II Samuel

INTRODUCTION


Samuel, Saul and David set a new stage for the Israelites. The three books with their stories begin the historical books of the Bible. They were written, however, unlike the exact science of history today which calls for facts, reliable sources, and impartial judgment; but with concern to include sources and traditions of their people, and explain the meaning of their facts—the action of God in His Chosen People’s history. The historical books cover the years from 1100-100 B.C.E. (Before Common Era, beginning with Christ’s birth). Earlier books contain history also, but with less sources and mainly from oral source in the families and clans of the twelve tribes.


The three rulers studied in this lesson cover a hundred years of history in Israel. 

I. SAMUEL, PROPHET AND LAST JUDGE


A. Samuel’s Early Life (1 Samuel 1-2:11, 2:18-21, 26)



1. Samuel’s Mother. We begin with a charming story of a Hebrew mother praying for a boy child; of the birth of Samuel; of Hannah’s song of exulting joy; and of her consecration of the child to the service of God. We are reminded of the Virgin Mary’s story and her child, Jesus. Mary of Nazareth, along with pious women of Israel, had meditated on Hannah’s story many times. Mary’s Song, the Magnificat, is modeled on Hannah’s but is much more personal, especially in Luke 1:48b, “All nations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:45-55).


Hannah’s life was difficult, being childless and subject to scorn by Elkanah’s other wife. At one of their visits to the Shrine at Shiloh, when the ark of the covenant was under the priest Eli and his two sons, she prayed to God with many tears. She felt a conviction that God had heard her earnest prayer and began eating her meals and losing her dejection. She was right; soon she was expecting a child and in due time their son Samuel was born.



2. A Family of Faith. Hannah and Elkanah were faithful Israelites, carrying out all of Moses’ Law and teaching. They believed in prayer and offered God their son “for the whole of his life” (1 Samuel 1:28) as a minister of the sanctuary.


We learn from this that God is moved by a prayer of trust and generous love. As we read of Samuel, we see the marvelous fruit of a woman who wanted children; we see one of the great men of Israel, a man whose whole life has been an inspiration to Scripture readers year after year across the world. As one of our great presidents said, “All that I am, I owe to my angel mother,” and Samuel could say this also.


B. The Call of Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-21, 4:1). Every year, in one of the readings of the Eucharistic Sacrifice, we hear of God calling Samuel in the dim sanctuary and Samuel running to Eli, “Here I am, as you called me!” Old Eli, knowing the goodness and the devotion of young Samuel, realized that a force greater than he was calling Samuel, and after the third time Samuel came to him he told the child to say, “Speak, Yahweh, for your servant is listening (1 Samuel 3:9).


And Yahweh did—but he gave a message for Eli to the young boy. A message about Eli’s wayward and unjust and immoral sons who were serving as priests (1 Samuel 3:11-14). How difficult for Samuel to give it to Eli! A lesson for us are the words of Yahweh: “Eli is aware of his sons’ doings and has not corrected them. As the twig is bent, so the tree is inclined.” Parents, is childhood training all important to you?


C. Samuel the Judge



1. The Ark of the Covenant was sent with the soldiers into battle, so that God would be with them (1 Samuel 4:1-11). Under Eli and his sons at this time the faith in Yahweh and worship at the shrine of Shiloh had grown cold. God was preparing Samuel as a prophet and judge, but Eli was still the judge. The Philistines were a serious threat to the Israelites, so the elders took the Ark from the shrine into the midst of the battle… The Philistines conquered and took the Ark into their camp.


Since this was God’s presence among them, the Israelites were “smitten” with fear and sorrow; they were badly defeated; Eli on hearing about the Ark fell backward and died; his sons were killed in battle (1 Samuel 4:12-18).


But the Ark brought disaster to the Philistines—plague one after the other came upon them; their god Dagon’s statue fell and smashed before the Ark. None of their towns wanted the Ark to come there, so it was sent back to the Israelites at Kiriath-Jearim where it remained for 20 years.



2. Samuel Awakens Faith in Yahweh (1 Samuel 7:2-17). Samuel took this occasion to call all the people together and addressed them: “Banish foreign gods, Astartes and Baals, set your heart on Yahweh and serve him alone; and he will deliver you from the power of the Philistines” (1 Samuel 7:3-4). The Israelites obeyed both. They fasted and admitted their sins. And Samuel “judged them” (1 Samuel 7:6). As the Philistines marched on Israel, they cried to Samuel to call on Yahweh “intercede for us!” Samuel offered a lamb as a sacrifice to God and prayed for His help. In the battle that came on, the Philistines were suddenly thrown into a panic and Israel defeated them.


We see some lessons in this:




a. Before we achieve a victory over evil or trouble in our lives, we have to repent of our sins, change our ways, call on God and on His friends or His representatives.




b. We see here the power of fasting and sacrificing; the people fasted, Samuel offered sacrifice to God and prayed for them.




c. “Set your hearts on Yahweh,” said Samuel, “abandon your idols.” Have you set your heart upon God? Some of our difficulties come from a weakening relationship with God, or from giving way often and much to earthly interests and pleasures; it is then that God sends troubles that make us call on Him, on His saints, His friends, to intercede for us, as the Israelites called on Samuel’s prayers. The incident about the    Philistines ends with the wonder words: “So the Philistines were humbled and no longer came into Israelite territory throughout the life of Samuel” (1 Samuel 7:13). Clearly, our best defense is following God’s chosen leader (who is this for us?), and prayer, fasting and repentance.


Who were these dreaded Philistines? We have finally found evidence of them other than in the Bible. Anthropologists have unearthed pottery, inscriptions in temples and burnt out cities which tell us of these unknown strangers arriving on the edge of the civilized world in ox-wagons piled “high with utensils, furniture, women and children.” These were preceded by masses of armed men enveloped in a cloud of dust. No one knew where they came from, but they made their way from the Sea of Marmora (near Greece’s northern border), southward along the Mediterranean coast, accompanied by a fleet of ships with armed men. They left behind a trail of burnt houses, towns, and crops.


No one could stop them; the civilized world was tyrannized and robbed by them. On and on they rolled until Ramesees III, Pharoah in Egypt, amassed a huge army that penetrated into their ranks and their wagons, hacking and killing. This was followed by a great battle with their ships, and they were finally stopped. It is all recorded in hieroglyphics on stone in the vast Temple of Ramsees III, a literary and pictorial record of those times. These are the Philistines who never plundered the Israelites “while Samuel lived.”



3. Two of Samuel’s Achievements




a. As a judge, Samuel kept the people loyal to their God; he “was judge over Israel throughout his life. Every year he went on circuit through Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah (shrines) and judged Israel there and at Ramah, his home. And there he built an altar to Yahweh” (1 Samuel 7:15-17).




b. As a prophet and representative of God, he anointed and consecrated two kings, the first two of Israel. Samuel figures in the lives of both Saul and David for the next twenty chapters of 1 Samuel. It is thought that he kept the records of his long service of God and may have been one of the authors of 1 and 2 Samuel.


Samuel stands tall among the heroes of Israel, faithful to God as on the day he prayed as a child: “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.” Let us see to it that we, too, can say that to God all our lives.

II. SAUL THE FIRST KING (1 Samuel 8:1-15)


A. The People Ask for a King (1 Samuel 8:1-9). Samuel’s old age occasioned his sons becoming active as judges. But they, like Eli’s sons, were selfish, immoral, and greedy. When the people mentioned a king, Samuel went to God, and here we see not only Samuel, but we see God saying in pain, “They have not rejected you, but me, not wishing me to reign over them any more.” But God agreed and instructed Samuel to warn the people about their lives and responsibility under a king. “Give us a king to judge us, like the other nations” (1 Samuel 8:5). Those last four words tell us something. The Israelites want to be just “like the Jones’s.” Kings lived in splendor, power and pomp, had a standing army and protected the people, who then did not have to leave hearth and plow to go off to battle. “Give us a king,” they foolishly cried.


This year we shall see the final outcome of their being ruled by their kings; we will see the great prophets sent by a faithful, caring God to call kings and people from idolatry, from unfaithfulness, until all the Israelites and kings are taken off in captivity and under the control of mightier kingdoms with idol worship.


Does God see any of us rejecting His rule over us (Matthew 6:32-33)? When we do our will and ignore God’s we lose His blessing; often He has to let us go to the end of the road we chose and finally come back to His will. The troubles and trials in our lives may come from our unwise choices that bring trouble, not from God.


B. God Brings Saul to Samuel (1 Samuel 9:1-12; 24)



1. Saul Chosen King. Saul, a young man looking for his father’s donkeys, came to Samuel as a “seer” who could tell him where they were. He was a handsome man in the prime of life, and “stood head and shoulders taller than anyone else” (1 Samuel 9:2). Samuel had been told by God to expect such a man and recognized it was Saul, who showed an admirable humility when he became aware of Samuel’s intent (1 Samuel 9:21). Privately, Samuel anointed Saul and showed him reverence and love. He gave Saul four signs of God’s call, and sent him on. All four signs came about, the last one being to wait for Samuel at Shiloh for seven days. On that journey, twice Saul met a company of prophets; “the Spirit of God seized him” and “his heart was changed.” Some special graces seem to have been given, and Saul is mentioned as belonging to the band of prophets. After this he went home, saying nothing of Samuel’s words.


Later, Samuel called all the people together. Each tribe chose a lot; it was Benjamin’s tribe. Each lot fell on the correct clue and all led to Saul. Saul was accepted as king by all the people in a ceremony at Gilgal.



2. Saul’s Action as King. There was an obstacle in Saul, and he showed it at Gilgal as the Israelites camped for a battle with the Philistines. On the seventh day when Samuel’s arrival was delayed, Saul’s rag-tag army was getting restless. He became fearful, doubtful, and offered the burnt offering himself, though he was not a priest. Samuel was quite taken aback at such self-will. Again, when Saul, in battle with the Amalekites, was instructed by God through Samuel, to do as in a “holy war”—destroy the enemy completely, Saul could not resist holding back the best sheep and animals, and sparing the king.


God told Samuel that since Saul had rejected God as his leader, so God was rejecting Saul. Samuel grieved all night; when he found Saul and accosted him, Saul lied, but Samuel heard the animals bleating. Samuel’s answer was one of the most quoted lines in scripture:

Is Yahweh pleased by burnt offerings and sacrifices, or by obedience to Yahweh’s voice? Truly, obedience is better than sacrifice… Rebellion is a sin of sorcery, presumption a crime of idolatry (1 Samuel 15:22-23).


Do we get impatient with God and take things in our own hands? Do we decide against a law given from God’s Church?

III. SAUL AND DAVID (1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles)


A. David, From Shepherd to Court Life (1 Samuel 16-18:1-5). Then God sent Samuel to Jesse of Bethlehem—“for I have found myself a king from among his sons” (1 Samuel 16:1). David is special from the start: “I have found myself a king,” said Yahweh.


We remember that the beautiful book of Ruth ends with the words: “Boaz (Ruth’s husband) was the father of Obed, who was the father of Jesse, and Jesse became the father of David.”


Jesse, after the surprise arrival of Samuel and his request to see Jesse’s sons, brought his seven young sons to Samuel. The first one Eliab, was such a fine-looking young man that Samuel decided right away that he must be God’s choice. Then we have the wise and straight-talking words from the Lord: “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature… Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance, but the Lord looks into the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).


Do we judge others by their appearance? What is a true judgment of another based on? Can we ever know this about others? Who alone does? This can be a consolation to us, knowing this; or it can be a cause of our shame, that we misjudge others.


Jesse waits while each son is brought in; all are rejected. Samuel is puzzled; “Are these all your sons?” he asks. Then Jesse had to admit that the youngest one was tending the sheep, and sent for him. David came in—a ruddy “handsome youth making a splendid appearance.” And the Lord said to Samuel “There! Anoint him. This is he.” In the midst of his brothers and father, David was anointed by Samuel, and “the Spirit of the Lord rushed on David” (1 Samuel 16:11-13).


During Saul’s melancholy one day, he asked for a skillful harpist. A servant who had heard David play the harp, suggested him. Saul sent for David who proved such a help to Saul that he asks Jesse to give David to Saul’s service. David is made musician and armor-bearer to Saul.


B. David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17:1-54). When David answers the challenge of the giant Philistine, Goliath, he is an example for all Christians challenged by our secular society. We each feel so helpless against the vast range of un-Christian forces today. But we also have the power that David had: “I come against you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel that you have insulted” (1 Samuel 17:45). And even with a slingshot, we too, trusting in God and expecting victory through him, can “light a candle in our darkness.” St. Paul spoke to his converts, small as they were in the Roman empire: “Draw your strength from the Lord and his mighty power. Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil. Our battle is not against human forces but against the principalities and powers, the rulers of this world of darkness, the evil spirits in the air” (Ephesians 6:10-12).


Each of us may have to fight our own Goliath, as Paul advises. Who or what is your Goliath?


We may also have our Jonathan, a true friend, a “soul-friend” whose prayers and counsel help us to safety as Saul’s son Jonathan became for David (1 Samuel 18:1-5; 20:1-9).


C. Saul’s Jealousy and Persecution of David (1 Samuel 19-31)



1. The Chase. After David killed Goliath, and the king and his army returned to Jerusalem, women came out singing and praising David, Saul became very angry and his jealousy of David began. He turned against David and announced that he would kill him. Jonathan warned David immediately. David became a fugitive, hiding in the desert and the hills. Jonathan saved him many a time.


Twice in Saul’s search for David, intending to kill him, David encountered Saul in a cave as Saul lay asleep. David could have taken Saul’s own sword and killed him, but he honored “the Lord’s Anointed,” and merely took the sword away (1 Samuel 26:1-12). He later sent it to Saul with the message: “Today, though the Lord delivered you into my grasp, I would not harm the Lord’s anointed. As I valued your life highly today, so may the Lord value my life highly and deliver me from all difficulties” (1 Samuel 26:23-24).



2. Saul’s Gradual Downfall. As time went on, anyone who helped David was in danger. Saul had even slain eighty-five priests, Aaron’s descendants. This great evil happened because Saul was out of control. His mental state, his shame, and his difficulties with the warring Philistines, came upon him so much that, in disguise, he consulted a woman who was a medium, the witch of Endor. He asked her to call up Samuel, which she did! Samuel gave no hope for him and foretold Saul’s death on the morrow. Saul and Jonathan and two other sons were all slain by the Philistines the next day (1 Samuel 28:15-19).


In sorrow and pity for Saul, we see the outcome of his “capital sin” (one from which all others flow)—envy freely indulged in. His guilt was not acknowledged to God. His bad conscience drove him to lose good judgment. It is a lesson for us, for Saul was also chosen by God from among the Israelites. We have been chosen and called to live by the gift of faith and inherit a king where we will be safe always from earthly evils. Do we live by this faith? (Ephesians 1:4, 7-10). Saul had chosen a walk that step by step led him away from God. Have we?


Yet Saul had fine qualities, he sincerely loved God and wanted to give him homage. God wouldn’t have chosen Saul if there weren’t resources in him that could be developed. It was his choosing his own will that brought him troubles. This was a first example, and a hard one, for Samuel and the Israelites, of “a King… like the other nations.”

IV. DAVID, KING OF ISRAEL


A. David’s Elegy (2 Samuel 1:17-27). The heart of David, musician, poet, loyal subject, loyal friend, poured itself out in an elegy of striking beauty for Saul and Jonathan. Here are a few lines:

Alas, the glory of Israel, Saul, slain upon your heights; how can the warriors have fallen!

Saul and Jonathan, beloved and cherished, separated neither in life nor in death. Women of Israel, weep over Saul…

I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother! most dear have you been to me…


B. David’s Character and Qualities. Twenty-two chapters are given to David in the Old Testament, and he is spoken of more than twenty-five times in the New Testament. His gifts, his talents, his character are amazing and many. We will try to give some idea of his outstanding qualities and achievements.



1. Fidelity to God. God was most important in David’s life. David left several contributions to the People of God, which are for us, also.




a. David was responsible for one of the most used and loved books in the Bible—the Psalms, sacred songs. It is believed that David wrote at least half of them personally; others were done through his influence. The psalms are full of ideas and meanings for us; we will study them more closely in the fifth year of this Scripture Study.




b. David was deeply interested in a fitting worship for Yahweh (1 Chronicles 28:2).





(a). The Ark of the Covenant (1 Chronicles 15:1). He was concerned about the Ark of the Covenant and brought it to Jerusalem, which he made the capital city. By this, David began the idea of the Holy City (1 Chronicles 16:1). 





(b). The Temple. He decided to build a temple to the Lord, for the Ark of the Covenant. He began to store up various gifts of gold or silver, bronze, beautiful cloths, etc. of offerings of the people to him or to the nation. He left developed plans for the building and its rooms to his son Solomon, for although he wanted to build it, God told him, “You may not build a house in my honor, for you are a man who fought wars and shed blood” (1 Chronicles 28:3).





(c). Worship. He organized the worship of Yahweh, planning the Levites’ various duties according to Moses’ Laws and the book of Leviticus (1 Chronicles 16:4, 37).




c. David was a man of prayer:





(a). Before making any plans or undertakings, he inquired of God to know if God approved (2 Samuel 5:17-23).





(b). He called the people together for religious services, and offered prayers to God publicly (1 Chronicles 29:10-22).



2. Political Leader. David organized the kingship into different heads of government responsible to him for work done in each department. (1 Chronicles 18:14-17, 1 Chronicles 26:29-32, 1 Chronicles 27:1, 1 Chronicles 27:16, 25, 32-34).



3. Historian. David was interested in recording events and documents for future Israelites. He appointed court scribes to collect historical dates from each tribe, gathered from the villages (1 Chronicles 18:16, 2 Chronicles 34:18). This shows us one of the main sources of the Old Testament writings: the written records of each village!



4. Musician, Poet, Singer and Song-writer. He was known even as a youth for his skill on the harp and lyre. He planned music for the Temple worship; for the singers he gave certain turns at the liturgy, gave the Levite leaders responsibilities for the feasts’ celebration, using a number of instruments and rhythmic movements as sacred dances. Psalm 150, though short, mentions these in Jewish worship. Read Psalm 150 now; it is said in the Divine Office regularly.



5. Character Traits. David was loyal and supportive, forgiving of anyone who served God or the people. Though estranged for a time from Abner, he mourned him and sang his elegy (2 Samuel 3:31-34). Against Saul, he never in his life or after his death, said anything critical; he reverenced Saul and his anointing as king. David never showed any ambition or attempted to usurp any official appointment. He respected everyone.



6. Outstanding Warrior. David was an excellent leader of military expeditions and conquered all Israel’s enemies so that Solomon, his son, ruled a united nation.



7. A Man of Penance. At times we are told of David fasting (2 Samuel 3:35-39), going without sleep, and doing penance for his great double sin: sending Uriah to certain death, and taking his wife captive—David’s sin of lust (2 Samuel 11:1-26, and 12:1-24). His psalm of repentance, Psalm 51 (50 in the older Catholic Bible) is one of the most beautiful and has been said weekly in the Divine Office year after year from the Church’s beginning. It is worth reading, and more meditating.



8. Weaknesses in David’s Character. All of Adam’s children have flawed natures. David’s sin of lust against Bathsheba, even to the point of causing the death of her husband Uriah by putting him on the front line in battle; his failure to correct and punish his sons: Amnon’s rape of his half-sister, then Absolum’s murder of Amnon and finally, his rebellion against David, seem not to have caused any reaction on the part of David. No corrective efforts are mentioned, which may show seriously inadequate training by David.


C. The End of David’s Reign (1 Chronicles 29:26-30). David’s last talk to the assembly of Israelites, the descendants of all the twelve tribes of Israel; his beautiful prayer of praise and thanksgiving to Yahweh, and Solomon’s anointing as his successor, close the book of 1 Chronicles 29, a chapter well worth your reading.


David’s greatest descendent was more than a thousand years away—Jesus, the “Son of David” (Luke 1:31-32). David foreshadowed Jesus in several ways. He was persecuted by a jealous ruler, Saul, as Jesus was by the Pharisees, priests, and Herod. This son of David was Jesus, the Son of God, the actual second person in God. On earth, Jesus refused being an earthly king, but he is now acclaimed as KING OF HEAVEN AND OF ALL CREATION. David, we see, had far more than the honor of being king of all Israel (Matthew 28:18a, Ephesians 1:17-22).

* * * * * * *
QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 4

1 Kings 1-14;  2 Chronicles

Day 1

Read the Notes and the passages from Scripture as enrichment.


a.
What was most interesting or meaningful to you?


b.
What can be applied to your life? Explain.

Day 2

Read 2 Chronicles 1:1-12 and 1 Kings 3:3-15.


a.
Whom did Solomon summon to Gibeon?


b.
What was the purpose of this gathering?


c.
Read 2 Chronicles 3:1, 5-14 and 1 Kings 5:15-16. What do these passages say to you?

Day 3




a.
Skim 2 Chronicles 4:1-19, read carefully verses 2 Chronicles 4:19-22, and 2 Chronicles 5:1-14. What did you learn that can be applied to our worship?


b.
Which verse in Chapter 5 repeats Exodus 40:33-35? Write it.


c.
Read 2 Chronicles 6:12-21. Write your answer to 6:18’s question.

Day 4

Read 2 Chronicles 7:1-6 and 12-22.


a.
What do God’s promises in this passage depend on?


b.
Read 2 Chronicles 8:17-18, and 9:1-9, 12, 23-31. Did there seem to be no challenge or trouble in Solomon’s life? If not, what could be the result of this?


c.
What do you think caused him to fall? What effect will it have on the future?


d.
What can we learn from this about marriage and the faith?

Day 5

Read 1 Kings 10:14-26 and 11:1-13.


a.
What caused Solomon’s fall?


b.
What can we learn for our modern world in this story?


c.
What lessons for good marriages do we learn? How does our culture’s standards on marriage contradict this?

Day 6

Read 2 Chronicles 14:1-6.


a.
How can verse 6 be applied to our spiritual life?


b.
Read 2 Chronicles 14:7-11. What lesson is in this for us?


c.
Read 2 Chronicles 16:1-13. Why was God displeased with Asa?


d.
Has he been displeased with you in this way? What are you going to do about it?
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